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back northward past its right flank and made for the Rovuma,
which he recrossed in September, after ten months* profitable
stay in Portuguese territory. Moving round the north end of
Lake Nyasa, he made his way into Northern Rhodesia, making
for Kasama and the head waters of the Congo river. He had
all but reached his goal when he received news that the war
was at an end, and he and his 1,400 men kid down their arms at
Abercorn on November 23rd. A brave, able and chivalrous foe,
he well deserved the honour of being the last commander of
the Central Powers to yield to the adverse fortunes of war.
XL the british empire's war effort
A few figures will perhaps afford as good an idea as can be
given of the magnitude and scope of the British Empire's
mighty effort in arms during these four and a half years from
August, 1914, to November, 1918. On the Former date there
were 750,000 British Regular, Special Reserve and Territorial
troops available for service, excluding Dominion, Colonial
and Indian forces ; at the latter date these had grown to five and
a half millions, organised into nine mounted and eighty-seven
infantry divisions. Of the six million total enlistments during
the war, the Dominions supplied over a million and England
four millions, and the Indian and native troops enrolled added
another two and a half millions to the figure of six millions
given above. Shipments from Britain to the Western front
alone, where at the end of the war we had two and a quarter
million personnel and nearly half a million animals, numbered
nearly eleven million men and women* and over three-quarters
of a million horses, in addition to three million tons of foodi
four million tons of fodder, five million tons of ammunition,
four million tons of coal, and four million tons of various stores.
Our total war casualties amounted to over three millions, two
and three-quarter millions of them being incurred on the Western
front alone. Here there were five casualties to every nine men
sent out the ratios elsewhere ranging from two to nine in
Gallipoli to one to twelve in most of the other theatres. The
cost of the munitions expended alone was reckoned t*
£852,000,000 far more than the whole of the National Debt hi
August 1914 and the war in its last year was costing us £7 ,500,000
a day to carry on, the total bill amounting to £8,742 millions,
So stupendous, as almost to pass comprehension, was the price
of our victory.
* Many of these of course were sick or wo«nd^
second or third or even fourtli time to tfee front.

